CHAPTER  XI

DOMESTIC  AFFAIRS:   1588-1601

lr was a boast of Elizabeth that when once her ser-
vants were eho.sen sho did not lightly displace them,
DillVrence of opinion from their mistress, or from one
another, did not involve resignation or dismissal,
because, though they were free to speak their minds,
all had to carry out with fidelity and even zeal, what-
ever policy the Queen prescribed. This condition they
accepted ; not only the astute and compliant Burghley,
but the more eager and opinionated Walsingham; and
therefore they had practically a life-tenure of office.
Soon after the Armada the first generation of them
began to disappear. Bacon, Sussex, and Bedford were
already gone. Leicester died in 1588; his brother
Warwick, and Mildmay in 1589; Walsingham and
Randolph in 1591; Hat ton in 1592 ; Grey de Wilton
in 1593; Knollys and Hunsdon in 1596. Of the
trusty servants with whom she began her reign,
Burghley alone remained. The leading men of the
new generation were Eobert Cecil, the Treasurer's
second son, trained to business under his father's eye,

and of qualities similar, though inferior; Nottingham
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